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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN AGRIFUTURES RURAL WOMEN’S AWARD 

Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [10.05 am]: 
Last night we honoured some of WA’s most outstanding rural women for the contribution they are making to the 
economic and social fabric of our regional communities. As I travel across the state in my portfolios, I come across 
women who are really driving change in their communities and for our state. The Western Australian AgriFutures 
Rural Women’s Award recognises that contribution and, through a $10 000 bursary for the winner, helps to 
supercharge the work underway in our regions. At last night’s awards ceremony, Kimberley woman 
Darrylin Gordon was named WA Rural Woman of the Year. Darrylin is a young Jaru woman who is prepared to 
step up to the challenge of leadership and map out an economic future for her community. Darrylin grew up on 
Lamboo station, near Halls Creek, helping her uncle Robin Yeeda run cattle. She is working to develop a program 
aimed at delivering work orientation and mentoring at Lamboo, in which participants can connect to country, learn 
invaluable life skills and gain financial independence. This is a program that could provide real employment 
opportunities for young people of the Kimberley, with discussions already underway with a goldminer in the region. 

Darrylin won the award from an incredibly strong field of finalists, including Paula Pownall from Grubs Up—
whose story I love—who always wanted a farm but only had a small landholding in the Peel, so she found the 
smallest animal she could and started farming it, becoming the first insect farmer in WA. The other finalists were 
Sophie Dwyer, who shares our government’s vision for a hemp industry in WA and is running with the new 
opportunities for hemp seed as a food, and Carol Redford from the wheatbelt, whose astrotourism plans for the 
wheatbelt is showing us that looking at the stars can be a real business venture. Congratulations to last night’s 
finalists and to women across regional WA who are taking the driver’s seat in changing our state for the better. 
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